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conditions? While the genes, or determiners, cannot he changed,
yet can outside influences affect in any decree the germ cells;1
These important ceils continually receive their nourishment am!
life impulses from the blood circulating about them. The Mood
also is a medium for the carrying of wastes anil any poisonous
substances that may be on their way to elimination, The>e
changing blood conditions must affect in a general way all hotly
cells, and as the germ cells are fed by the same blood, \\ hy should
not they as well feel any deleterious influence?
Alcohol and Germ Cells. We have reason to believe that
a father addicted to alcohol poisons his own germ cells, and
that a child developed from one of these springs from a cell that
has been affected and made defective by this poison. See page
48, Likewise, if in a parent's system there is continually an
excess of poisons as the result of intemperate eating or any
wrong habit, for that matter, there is little question thai his
germ cells may be weakened in some way by this, and that the
children coming from any of these may have that much less
chance for a successful life,
Is Syphilis Inherited? The question of the inheritance of
syphilis has been a much-discussed one. It is well known that
the child of a syphilitic father is very often syphilitic even
though the mother escapes. It used to he thought that the in-
fective agent of syphilis could be passed from the father to his
child at the time of fertilization through the germ cell, We
know now that this cannot be, for the germ of syphilis Is larger
than the sperm cell that would carry it, And evidence goes to
show that the way the father passes on syphilis to his offspring
is through the blood of the mother, the child being inferted dur-
ing prenatal life. This may be so, it seems, even though the
mother shows no sign of the disease, her body having been strong
enough to resist it as far as she is concerned, but, still having car-
ried enough of the infection to give it to the child Whichever
way it is, it still remains true that a syphilitic father is a dan-
gerous sort of parent for any child to have.
Nature in many instances seems to protect the child from
a disease of which the mother might be suffering during the
child's intrauterine life. See page SS. But malaria is another